FULFILLING YOUR FULL POTENTIAL IN CHRIST

GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN AND DESTINY FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE. THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

WE ALL HAVE ONE LIFE TO STORE UP TREASURES FOR ETERNITY

Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
EVERY BELIEVER CAN MAKE A PROFOUND IMPACT IN THIS WORLD FOR ETERNITY

GOD DOES NOT LOOK AT OUR ABILITY, BUT SIMPLY OUR AVAILABILITY – GOD CAN USE IN A GREAT WAY ANY PERSON WHO IS SIMPLY COMMITTED TO LIVING FOR HIM.

The Apostle Paul made this very clear in 1 Corinthians. 

“For you see your calling brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.” (1 Corinthians 1:26-29)

WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST WE BECOME A NEW CREATION IN CHRIST, WE ARE ADOPTED INTO GOD’S FAMILY AND WE ARE CALLED TO REIGN WITH CHRIST HERE ON EARTH.           
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”                               (2 Corinthians 5:17)
WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST WE ARE TOTALLY FORGIVEN OF OUR SINS AND WE HAVE A NEW START TO LIFE – OUR GUILT AND SHAME IS DISOLVED IN THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST AND GOD FORGETS ALL OF OUR PAST MISTAKES.
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” (Romans 8:1)
TO FULFILL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY HOWEVER WE WILL NEED TO INVARIABLY OVERCOME OBSTACLES AND OUR OWN “FEARS”
NOTHING HOWEVER CAN THWART GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE IF WE TRUST AND OBEY HIM IN OUR LIFE

“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;  (Philippians 1:6)

“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:3-5)

GOD DIRECTS OUR STEPS WHEN WE LIVE FOR HIM

In the book of Proverbs we read, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, And He delights in his way.”  (Psalm 37:23)

GOD ALSO PREPARES PEOPLE FOR GREAT TASKS
It is in the crucible of life that God prepares people for greatness
IT IS DURING OUR TRIALS THAT OUR FAITH IS ESTABLISHED
It is only when we have been truly broken that we can be used to do great and mighty things for God 
GOD USES THE SITUATIONS AND CIRCUMSTANCES THAT WE GO THROUGH IN LIFE TO PREPARE US FOR HIS WORK 

THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)
This side of Heaven we will all experience at times:

i)     Trials

ii)     Tribulations

iii) Rejection

iv) Injustices
v)     Disappointments
vi) Discouragement

vii) SETBACKS, or EVEN
viii) AT TIMES, a sense of inadequacy or hopelessness in some situations

IT IS IN THE OVERCOMING OF THESE CHALLENGES THAT GOD PREPARES US FOR GREATNESS.

GOD   WILL HOWEVER ALWAYS BE WITH US DURING THE STORMS OF LIFE THAT WE GO THROUGH

Jesus Himself said, “...and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen” (Matthew 28:20)

TODAY IS DAY ONE OF THE REST OF YOUR LIFE
· We have all made mistakes in life

· No one has had a perfect upbringing

· All of us will at times be let down by others

· Many of us have had negative words spoken over our life

· We can all have regrets over our past failures

WE MUST SIMPLY PUT OUR PAST BEHIND AS CHRISTIANS SO THAT WE CAN EMBRACE THE FUTURE THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:12-14)

     God sees the potential in each and every one of us

In the book of Jeremiah we read, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.  Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:11-13)

WE ALL HAVE A GLORIOUS HOPE AND FUTURE IN CHRIST
GOD IS ABLE TO RESTORE BROKEN LIVES.  GOD IS ABLE TO PULL US OUT OF THE DEEPEST PIT.
He is the God of second chances. King David wrote,
 “Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns  you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s”  (Psalm 103:2-5)

GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE IS FAR BIGGER THAN WE COULD IMAGINE

·  God does not depend on our limited abilities

·   He empowers ordinary people to do great things for Him

· When we walk with Jesus He turns us from a ZERO into a TEN because He is the ONE walking next to us. (Reinherd Bonnke)
· In the bible we see that God often called the least likely people and raised them up to greatness.

i) King David (Was a mere shepherd boy)

ii) Moses (Was 80 and tending sheep when God called him to lead Israel out of bondage in Egypt.)

iii) Joseph (Was only 17 when God gave him a dream of greatness)

iv) Four unlearned fishermen who chose to follow Jesus became world changing founding Apostles
v) David Cleary (Ex Ku Klux Klan Leader) has now served the Lord for 14 years preaching all over the world to tens of thousands at a time

vi) The Apostle Paul (After persecuting the early Christian church) had an encounter with Jesus Christ and became a great apostle of the faith.
vii) Steve Hill was once a drug addict and violent man who gave his life to Jesus.  He is now a pastor and evangelist who saw hundreds of thousands of people being saved during the Pensacola Revival.

GOD WILL EVEN USE OUR PAST MISTAKES AND FAILURES TO BLESS OTHERS

GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE IS FAR HIGHER THAT ANY OF OUR OWN EXPECTATIONS

ALL GOD NEEDS IS OUR AVAILABILITY 

THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE:

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20)

THE BOOK OF ISAIAH ALSO SAYS

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD.  “For as the heavens are higher that the earth, So are My ways higher that your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.”  (Isaiah 55:8-9)
TODAY I WANT TO SHARE FIVE KEYS TO HELP YOU TO FULFILL YOUR FULL POTENTIAL IN CHRIST
1) BUILDING OUR LIVES ON THE TRUTH, WISDOM AND PROMISES CONTAINED IN THE WORD OF GOD

· It is so important that we build our lives on what God says about our life. Jesus Himself said,
“If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)
· Many people have lived far beneath their God given potential because of what others have spoken over their lives

· For this reason it is so important that we continually renew our mind with the Word of God. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
· Meditating on the Word of God is the key to: 

· developing Kingdom thinking in our life
· Making right choices in life

· Knowing the will of God for our lives

· Receiving direction from God for our life
· Receiving encouragement from God, and 

· Prospering and having good success in life

· The LORD said to Joshua,

“Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. (Joshua 1:7)

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

· The bible clearly outlines who we are in Christ

· Meditating on the Word of God helps us to live our life based on what God says about our life. That:
· We are ambassadors of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20)
· We are citizens of Heaven (Philippians 3:20)
· We are children of God and joint heirs with Christ (John 1:12-13) (Romans 8:16-17)

· We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3)
· We are called to reign with Christ here on earth (Revelation 5:9-10)
· THAT WE ARE KINGS AND PRIESTS

“and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. (To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever, Amen. (Revelation 1:5-6)
· As Christ’s representatives here on earth we have been given power and authority in His Name 
Jesus said, “And these signs will follow those who believe:  In My Name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” (Mark 16:17-18)

· We have a God who will supply all of our need according to His riches and glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19) (Ephesians 3:20) (Jeremiah 33:3) (Isaiah 55:8-9)
· That nothing can ever separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 

· We are a royal priest (1 Peter 2:9)
· We are saints (Romans 1:7)
· We are more than conquerors in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:37) 
· That no weapon formed against us shall prosper (Isaiah 54:17)
· That He who is in us is greater than He who is in the world (1 John 4:4)
· That with God “Nothing will be impossible” (Luke 1:37)
· That God hears and answers our prayers that are in line with His will for our life
· That God has a unique plan for our life and  
· That God loves us beyond what we could ever imagine as believers.

King David wrote,

“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb.  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvellous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well. 

My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth (that is your mother’s womb). Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them.

How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.”     (Psalm 139:13-18)
HOW WE NEED TO BUILD OUR LIFE ON THE TRUTH CONTAINED IN GOD’S WORD
2) WE NEED TO DEPEND ON GOD’S EMPOWERING ABILITY IN ALL THAT WE DO IN LIFE

· In the book of Zechariah in the Old Testament, we see an angel saying to a worn and weary Zerubbabel, who had laid the foundation of the Temple, but who was about to succumb to discouragement,

“This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel:

‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ 

Says the LORD of hosts.” (Zechariah 4:6)

· We will never be able to fulfil all that God has planned for our life in our own ability and strength
· God’s plan for our life will always involve taking steps of faith and relying on His enabling power.

· One person was right when he said, “The Christian walk is not hard, it is impossible without Christ”

· As we step out to follow God’s plan for our life, He will empower us to fulfil all that He has planned for our life

· The Apostle Paul achieved much for God’s Kingdom during His life here on earth. However right throughout His life He acknowledged his absolute dependence on God
· He also acknowledged that God’s strength was made perfect in his weakness

THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE MUCH ON HIS DEPENDENCE ON GOD IN ALL THAT HE DID
In 1 Corinthians he wrote,

“I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” (1 Corinthians 2:3-4)

In 2 Corinthians he wrote,

“Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God.”                 (2 Corinthians 3:5)

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.” (2 Corinthians 4:7)

The Lord said to the apostle Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)

The Apostle Peter wrote,
“If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:11)
Jesus Himself said,
“Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”  (John 15:4-5)
AS CHRISTIANS WE NEED TO LEARN TO DEPEND ON GOD’S ENABLING POWER AND BE PREPARED TO STEP OUT BY FAITH TO DO WHAT GOD CALLS US TO DO (EVEN WHEN WE ARE AT TIMES TIRED AND IT MAY APPEAR SOMEWHAT INCONVENIENT)
IT IS OFTEN DURING THESE TIMES THAT WE SEE THE GREATEST MIRACLES IN OUR LIFE WHEN WE COME TO THE END OF OUR OWN STRENGTH AND STEP OUT IN THE LORD’S STRENGTH
After fishing all night and catching no fish, at the direction of Jesus, Peter let down the fishing net again in the morning when he was tired. After letting down the net he saw a miraculous catch of fish. WE MUST SIMPLY JUST DO WHAT JESUS TELLS US TO DO (See Luke 5:1-9)
3) THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER – PRAYING INTO BEING OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY

· Life is full of choices

· Prayer helps to involve God in all that we are doing. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Pray without ceasing,” (1 Thessalonians 5:17)
· As Christians we are in a spiritual battle. 

· We have a very real adversary (the devil) who is constantly trying to destroy the faith of believers and to prevent Believers from living a life of fruitfulness

· The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· Jesus Himself said,

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
· The Apostle Paul wrote on the spiritual contest that we are in as Christians and the importance of prayer in the book of Ephesians

· THE DEVIL WILL CONTINUALLY TRY AND OPPOSE US AND DISTRACT AND DISCOURAGE US FROM FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armour of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” (Ephesians 6:10-13)

“praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for the saints-” (Ephesians 6:18)

· Living a lifestyle of prayer helps us not to be sidetracked and discouraged by the cares of this world
· In the book of Philippians the Apostle Paul wrote,

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

· As Christians we need to be fervent in prayer and persist in our prayer life especially when we are going through times of trials and challenges. In the book of James we read,

“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.” (James 5:16-18)

· We have a God who can remove the mountains in our life – A God who is both willing and able to help us and who hears and answers our prayers

· Nothing is impossible for God 

· As Christians we must be specific and active in our prayer life. Jesus Himself said,

“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.” “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24)
Prayer is a key to fulfilling our God given destiny

4) WE MUST SIMPLY BE COMMITTED TO CONTINUALLY FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE

The Apostle Paul wrote in relation to giving in the church in Philippi,
“For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not according to what he does not have.” (2 Corinthians 8:12) 

AS CHRISTIANS WE MUST BE SIMPLY COMMITTED TO FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE 



Jesus Himself said,
“Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.” (Mark 8:34-35)

IN THE BOOK OF ISAIAH WE SEE ISAIAH RESPONDING TO GOD’S CALL 

“Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: 


“Whom shall I send, 


And who will go for Us?” 

Then I said, ‘Here am I! Send me.” (Isaiah 6:8)

SO TOO WE ALL NEED AS CHRISTIANS TO COMMIT TO GOD’S CALL AND PLAN FOR OUR LIFE BY SAYING HEAR I AM SEND ME – NOT MY WILL BUT YOUR’S BE DONE – WE MUST FIRST HAVE A WILLING MIND – To follow God’s plan for our life – 
OTHERWISE WE WILL INVARIABLY DRIFT AWAY FROM GOD’S BEST PLAN FOR OUR LIFE
5) WE NEED TO ALWAYS MAINTAIN OUR FIRST LOVE FOR JESUS
· In our Christian walk we will go through many challenges. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)
· Our love for Jesus will keep us strong during the trials of life. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)
· The Apostle Paul enduring much in his life but he had a great all consuming love for the Lord that helped him to persevere in following God’s plan for his life even amidst great challenges and persecution. 
· The Apostle Paul was a great lover of God and not a user of God

· His sole purpose in life was to know Christ and to make him known to others.
 The Apostle Paul wrote, “But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Philippians 3:7-8)


In his second apostolic prayer in the book of Ephesians, the Apostle Paul prayed for all believers to be filled with the Holy Spirit’s power 
In this prayer the Apostle Paul prayed; “that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)

Maintaining an intimate love for the Lord helps us to get through the storms of life and to not grow weary in doing good.

WE MUST NEVER GET TOO BUSY IN LIFE THAT WE NEGLECT OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS 
The Apostle John wrote, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.” (1 John 4:18)
OUR LOVE FOR JESUS HELPS US TO OVERCOME OUR FEARS AND TRIALS IN LIFE
In conclusion, IF:

1) WE BUILD OUR LIFE ON THE TRUTH, WISDOM AND PROMISES CONTAINED IN THE WORD OF GOD

2) WE LEARN TO DEPEND ON GOD’S EMPOWERING ABILITY IN ALL THAT WE DO IN LIFE

3) WE LIVE A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER – PRAYING INTO BEING OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY

4) WE SIMPLY COMMIT TO CONTINUALLY FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE – WE HAVE A WILLING MIND, AND
5) WE ALWAYS MAINTAIN OUR FIRST LOVE FOR JESUS
We will invariably fulfil our full potential in Christ

Just believe that your life can make a great impact in this world for eternity. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

  Nor have entered into the heart of man

  The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.”             (1 Corinthians 2:9-10) 
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